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DECORATION
MODERN COMFORT

This month we're exploring the theme of comfort: what it is
and how to achieve it at hame. Ve hope the houses and
features on the following pages will inspire you and fill you
with ideas, because every home needs a lile modem
comfort. Tum the page and indulge. ..

PS: and if we can entice you away from your anmchar, take a tnp to Liberty, London's best boutique department Stbre, to see a special
exhibition of the preducts that wan our 2005 Design Awards (featured on page 152) - you could even take oné home!
21 September20 October, Liberty, 214 Regent St, W1 (020 7734 1234, www liberty.co.uk)




MODERN COMFORT

UPSTARS
DOWNSTAIRS

Sleek social space meets cosy private(lounging in arghitect Eric

Guibert's london home: a fale of fwo [maeds set over
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, The kitchen is black, but the surfaces
are so reflective that they bounce
glimpses of the garden
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ERIC’S COMFORT RULES

1. Use solid, good-quality materials.
2. Intimacy is key. Before revamping your space, consider the ical
relationship you have with different parts of the house (it helps fo think of

buildings you've felthappy fo be in before and why).
3. Rather than just relying on technology, consider the space’s relationship with the
elements - create a flow between inside and outside and exploit natural light.
Anticipate where light will come from and work with that.
4. Create space for everything you need to do so that you never feel limited.

THIS PAGE: to create a sense of continuity, Eric went for a black Dalsouple rubber floor throughout the downstairs area. ‘It's cool In summer and warm in winter, so

it's beautiful when you're barefoot. It also reflects light around the space without being too glossy, he explains. The kitchen flows into the dining room thanks to
custom-made glass double doors (for similar try Sun Paradise), which also prevent cooking smells from wafting all over the house.

OPPOSITE: the kitchen, situated between the dining room and lower roof terrace, was made to Eric's specifications by Unit 5 Furniture. Inspired by Renaissance
paintings, it mixes polished black granite worktops with shiny black lacquered cupboards: ‘Some ltalian painters used to paint a view as seen reflected in a piece of
black glass; here, all the different reflections create a kaleidoscopic effect explains Eric. >
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THIS PAGE: Eric desianed the suade sofa, circular ottomen and cushions in collaboration -
with his good friend Alessandro Clima, an Italian interior and furniture designer working i
London. ‘This set-up is pretty versatile: it can feel quite relaxed and loungey, but y

also use it more formally, says Eric. On the ottoman is a highly polished stainless-st

bow! from Alessi. The~Glo-Ball’ ceiling light is by Jasper Morrison for Flos (available fre
Melnnes Gook) and the floor lamp and magezine rack are from Purves & Purves.[> =




THIS PAGE: Eric chose a sombre grey-green for the halls and stairways to unify
the neutral palette of the downstairs with the richer tones found on the floors
above. The painling of an old cak tree is by Eric's grandfather, an artist who was
taught to draw and paint by fellow prisoners of war during WWI.

OPPOSITE: the dining area lies between the kitchen and living room. Subtly curving

walls have replaced the jarring corners in what was once a series of boxy rooms.

The ceiling recess above the table conceals lighting that gently zones this area
when it's in use. A wood-laminate and chrome "SuperElliptical’ table by Piet Hein
for Fritz Hansen (from Skandium) is teamed with polypropylene and chrome
‘Maui’ chairs by Vica Magistretti for Kartell (available to order from Selfridges).
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For full stockist details, including addresses, tum to page 187




